Web Soil Survey Lab I: Middleton GA CRSS 4540/6540

Procedure: Find the small town of Middleton GA (in Elbert Co., just east of Elberton) in Google
Maps. Open Web Soil Survey (http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov) and define an Area of
Interest (AOI) around Middleton with an area of about 1 mi?. This may take a bit of work with
zooming in and out and/or adjusting the map scale (about 1:10,000 seems pretty close). Note
that Middleton is not marked on the WSS map; you will need to compare with the Google map
to locate it. Turn on the soil map layer, and print out the soils map along with the series legend

(note that you cannot SAVE a location, map or report in Web Soil Survey; you need to be able to
print it immediately).

Use the NRCS Official Series Description (OSD) web page to find descriptions of the FIVE major
soil series located around Middleton. Copy/paste the paragraph with the brief series overview
along with the example pedon description into Word for each series (reduce font size to fit
each series to one page).

Look at the parent materials, profile characteristics, and taxonomy of the series present, and
write a short paragraph describing the soils of this area, focusing on similarities/differences you
see in the soils. Try to make it interesting. Organize the materials you include in the report in
some kinds of logical order (i.e., not randomly stapled together).


http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/

